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				***Golf Cart Update as of April 10, 2024: Unfortunately, both of our golf carts from last year are unusable. We hope to replace them soon so that every visitor has a chance to experience our park! Check back for updates and consider making a donation to help us purchase this necessary accessibility aids.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
				
				
				
					
						
						
							Franconia Commons summer hours start April 16!
Starting April 16, the Franconia Commons building will be open Tuesday through Sunday, 10am-5pm


							
						

					

				

				
				
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
						
						
							Earth Day Volunteer Clean Up 
April 27, 2024
Help us clean up the park in preparation for our busy season!
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							Art Classes @ Franconia
Join us for spring/summer classes in the following subjects: Paper Pulp Sculpture, Printmaking, Natural Resist Dyeing, Beading, and Fiber Foraging/Papermaking


							More Info
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							Youth Summer Camps
Registration for Franconia Youth Summer Camps is now open! Franconia offers three weeks of day camps for youth ages 8-16.


							More Info

						

					

				

				
				
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
						
						
							Become a volunteer at Franconia!
Volunteers can focus on education, visitor services, special events, or site maintenance. No experience necessary!
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				Current Exhibitions


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				@ Mardag Gallery
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							Inventadas
Curated by Alondra Garza

9/23/23 – 11/14/23
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				@ Sculpture Park


			

				
					
				
				
				
					
						[image: ]

						
							Cameron Cameron
Always time for friends

2023
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							Narcissister
Untitled Stacked Bodies Series (Softballs)

2023
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							Sean Noyce
45.382450, -92.704635 (Astral Passage)

2023
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							Gi (Ginny) Huo
celestial bodies iii

2023
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				Artist Residencies


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				[image: Fellowship Residency (Image of project by Kehayr Brown Ransaw)]
			

				
				
				
				
				Fellowship Residency
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				Writers Residency
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				Artist Family Residency


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Art Education
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				Tour & Field Trips


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				[image: ]
			

				
				
				
				
				Youth Summer Camps


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				[image: All-Ages Art Classes in the Franconia Commons]
			

				
				
				
				
				All-Ages Art Workshops
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				Enhance Your Visit
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			franconiamn

							Franconia operates a 50-acre outdoor museum, artist residency program, and more than 50 public and educational programs each year.
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            Saturday, May 11th from 1-4pm we are excited to ho
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Saturday, May 11th from 1-4pm we are excited to host an Intro to Beading workshop with Alicia De La Cruz (@waaboozbeading) a Minneapolis-based Ojibwe artist from the Mille Lacs Band. In this workshop, participants will learn how to make a beginner-friendly beading project from start to finish. Participants can choose from loop earrings or a loop necklace.  This is an all ages class with a sliding scale cost.  To register for classes, visit https://www.franconia.org/art-classes-franconia-commons/  This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the East Central Regional Arts Council thanks to a legislative appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.]
        
    



    
        
            One of the best parts about visiting Franconia Scu
            
	                
	            	                    [image: One of the best parts about visiting Franconia Sculpture Park (besides the sculptures) is bearing witness to the wide variety of plants in our prairie! Reseeded in 2015 with help from Prairie Restoration, the variety of wildflowers planted ensures us a long blooming season. Enjoy some nature photos with identification below!  1. Black-eyed susan (Rudbeckia hirta) (sculptures in background left to right: Dazzle by Chris Manzione, Skallagrim by Peter Lundberg, and Orientation A by Araan Schmidt) 2. American plum (Prunus americana) 3. Large beardtongue (Penstemon grandiflorus) 4. Dryad's saddle (Polyporus squamosus) 5. Swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) and giant swallowtail butterfly 6. Prairie blazing star (Litris pycnostachya) 7. Lance-leaved coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata) (sculpture in background is Gorky's Pillow by Mark di Suvero)]
        
    



    
        
            Franconia Coloring Books are the newest addition t
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Franconia Coloring Books are the newest addition to our gift shop! Color your way through Franconia Sculpture Park with 23 pages filled with your favorite sculptures.  Coloring books are $15 and available to purchase at our gift shop. Gift shop hours are 10am-4pm Friday through Sunday.   You can also purchase coloring books through our our online shop (click Gift Shop through the link in our bio). Use code "color" for free shipping on coloring books!]
        
    



    
        
            Consider joining the Franconia Team as a volunteer
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Consider joining the Franconia Team as a volunteer this year! Volunteers receive hands-on experience, networking opportunities, 10% off in our gift shop, among other perks. Franconia Sculpture Park is supported by volunteers in the following categories: Site Maintenance, Special Events, Education, and Visitor Services.   Join us on Saturday, April 6th for a info session for new volunteers from 1pm to 2pm and stick around from 2pm to 4pm for a hang out/craft session for new and returning volunteers!  Click "Volunteer Sculpt & Snack Registration" through the link in our bio to register for the info session!]
        
    



    
        
            On Saturday we hosted our first all ages art works
            
	                
	            	                    [image: On Saturday we hosted our first all ages art workshop at Franconia! Students made paper pulp sculptures with artist Allison Baker (@ajbakersculpture). Allison has used this same technique with many large scale sculptures, including her sculpture Viral Load II at Franconia Sculpture Park. Thanks for sharing your knowledge with us Allison!  Upcoming classes include a two day Printmaking Weekend Workshop on April 20 and 21, Intro to Beading on May 11, Foraged Fibers and Papermaking Workshop on May 25, and Natural Resist Dyeing on June 29! Sign up for classes and learn more by clicking "Art Classes@ Franconia Commons" through the link in our bio.   This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the East Central Regional Arts Council thanks to a legislative appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.]
        
    



    
        
            Here's what nine years of Minnesota seasons looks 
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Here's what nine years of Minnesota seasons looks like on Foon Sham's sculpture "Vascular Form V, Orientation"! The first photo shows the sculpture right after its completion in 2015, followed by a photo in 2024 from the most recent snowfall a few weeks ago.  1,180 individual wood blocks were used to create this beautiful sculpture at Franconia!  @foonsham]
        
    



    
        
            Registration for Franconia Youth Summer Camps is o
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Registration for Franconia Youth Summer Camps is open! We're so excited to make some art and fun memories with creative kids this summer. Click the link in our bio for more information and to register!  July 8-12: SCULPTURELAND (ages 11-16) July 15-19: OUTSIDE THE (CARDBOARD) BOX (ages 8-13) July 22-26: ART OF SURPRISE (ages 8-13)   Need some financial support to send a kid to camp? Email info@franconia.org to inquire about scholarship opportunities!   Many thanks to Hugh J. Andersen Foundation for helping to fund our educational programs this year.]
        
    



    
        
            Last summer, Performance Artists-in-Residence Bria
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Last summer, Performance Artists-in-Residence Brian and Ryan (@bryrian) came to Franconia Sculpture Park from sunny California to work their social practice magic, blurring the lines between natural and constructed environments all while engaging with park visitors. During their residency, they completed a series of "failed camouflage" performances titled Hidden Topiary.  You don't have to be an Artist-in-Residence to come out and activate our restored prairie in new and exciting ways! Silly antics (and serious ones) are highly encouraged at Franconia.]
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						Do you allow dogs?

						We sure do. Dogs are welcome at the sculpture park but are not allowed in Franconia Commons. Your dog must be leashed and remain on the pathways. You must also clean up after your dog.
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						Do you have golf carts? 

						We provide golf carts for visitors and patrons with mobility impairments on a first come, first serviced basis (non-reservable) between 10am-5pm (last rental at 4pm), Tuesday through Sunday, from April 15 through October 15, for a $10 rental fee.  Golf carts are available to everyday adventurers for $15.  Golf carts are not available during events.
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						What are your hours?

						The grounds of Franconia Sculpture Park are free and open 365 days a year from 8am to 8pm.

Please see our Visit page for Franconia Commons hours.
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						Where are you located?

						Franconia is conveniently located at the intersection of highways 95 and 8 just west of Taylors Falls, MN. Click here to open a map for directions.
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						Location

						29836 St. Croix Trail
Shafer, MN 55074 

Click to open Map



Franconia Sculpture Park resides on the ancestral Dakota lands of the Wahpekute in Mni Sota Makoce, along the St. Croix River which also holds significance by the Ojibwe and other Native peoples. We recognize, support and advocate for all Native nations and will actively center Native voices in our work.













 


					

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						Hours

						The grounds of Franconia Sculpture Park are open 365 days a year from 8am-8pm.

The Franconia Commons building is open:

Apr. 15 – Nov. 14:
Closed Mondays
Tuesday-Sunday, 10am-5pm

Nov. 15 – Apr. 14: Friday-Sunday, 10am-4pm

Closed on National Holidays

 


					

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						Contact Info

						Phone: 651.257.6668
Email: info@franconia.org


					

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						
						
					

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						Follow Us
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						Parking

						
Franconia requests $5 - $20 donation for parking everyday to help cover the costs of keeping the park open and free to all. Donations can be made through QR code displayed on our parking lot signage OR inside the Franconia Commons building.
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						Learn the differences between land art, public art, and sculpture!
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	We use cookies to offer you a better browsing experience, analyze site traffic and personalize content. Read our privacy policy. If you continue to use this site, you consent to our use of cookies and our privacy policy. I agree
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